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keys are available in the office, you just 
need to ask. 
     Now back to the important stuff.  To 
whom do you go when you find a door 
closed in your life?  Thatôs even easier 
than getting into one of our locked 
rooms at church!  You can go to God at 
any time and any place.  To the church 
of Philadelphia, in Revelation 3:8, the 
Apostle John describes the Lord of the 
Church this way:  ñHe who is holy, who 
is true, who has the key of David, who 
opens and no one will shut, and who 
shuts and no one will open, says this 
óBehold, I have put before you an open 
door which no one can shutéôò  The 
passage goes on to describe the kind of 
person, or church, to whom this ap-
plies.  It is ñbecause you have kept My 
word and not denied My name.ò  It is by 
faithful obedience of the Word and wit-
ness that open doors come.   
     If you find yourself looking for Godôs 
direction, you might examine yourself to 
see if you are being faithful to His Word 
and to His name.  If your child were be-
ing disobedient to you, how would you 
respond if they asked for something 
more?  If you are asking ñwhy are some 
doors locked?ò you might begin by look-
ing in the mirror. 
     There used to be an old TV show 
called ñFather Knows Best.ò  The show 
no longer runs, but the statement is al-
ways true of our Heavenly Father:  Fa-
ther knows best. 
                                                                

 Your Fellow -Servant,  
   Pastor Gary  

                                              

Donõt forget to vote 

Tuesday, Nov. 4.  Find 

your polling place at 

www.sos.state.ia.us . 

Have you ever asked God ñwhy is 
this door locked?ò  Or perhaps you 
have asked God to guide in your life 
by ñopening doorsò ï or at least a 
window.  Sometimes He will open a 
door for you.  Sometimes you will 
find the door locked.  He is the same 
sovereign God either way.  He 
works as much through locked doors 
as through open ones.   
     This all came to mind because 
we have been locking certain doors 
at church recently, which has led 
some folks to ask an obvious ques-
tion.  They want to know why some 
doors are locked.  Well, our reason-
ing is not, like Godôs, borne out of 
omniscience.  But I want to also as-
sure you it is not out of any malice or 
ignorance (at least not total!) either. 
     Hereôs what has happenedé  To 
use a good oxymoron, we kept find-
ing stuff missing.  After several 
losses (including expensive A/V 
equipment) the decision was made 
by the elders that perhaps we ought 
to lock certain doors.  That has 
helped immensely.  Most of the 
doors remain open during the whole 
week.  The doors that are normally 
locked include 1) upstairs:  sound 
room, music room, offices;  2) down-
stairs:  shop room, furnace room, 
Awana room.   
     If you need access to any of 
these rooms you can see any of the 
following people:  Gary Crandall, 
Gary McVay, Jeremy Kidder, Renee 
Simmerman, or Jason Grimes.  The 
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We have been putting to-
gether ñInvenioò or 
ñdiscover your place in mis-
sions weekendsò all over 
the place.  Inviting college 
students to hear what Godôs 
heart is for the nations, how 
to put shoe leather to what 
they learn in their schools, 
cities, this country, and 
worldwide, how to process 
things like how God calls 
people, how to get involved 
in ministries, what to look 
for in choosing a mission, 
the application process to 
join a mission, where to 
serve, what gifts do I have 
and how can God use 

that.  Many of you have 
heard me talk about telling 
the Lord what I did in 
1986: Lord I will go any-
place, any time at any cost 
to serve you!  I am not 
sticking a paper in the 
Lordôs face stating what I 
want to do and hope He 
will sign off on that, but 
take a blank sheet of pa-
per, address it to the Lord, 
sign the bottom and let 
HIM fill in the blanks and 
go do it!  Three students 
did just that at our most 
recent ñInvenioò held at 
Ham Lake Baptist Bible 
Camp just north of St. 

Paul!  We already know that 
some are looking toward 
serving with SEND, but in no 
way did  we push our mis-
sion during this weekend but 
just wanted them to serve 
HIM no matter with what 
agency!  All of us leaders 
serve the same Lord and we 
donôt want to be in the way 
of HIM working in the hearts 
of these students.   
We have been asked by the 
country leaders of Spain and 
Slovenia to come and as-
sess their recruitment needs 
in May 2009. We will do 
some member care in Ger-
many again with sick mis-

sionaries and visit a couple 
of churches on the way.   
Thanks so much for your 
prayers and financial sup-
port!  We canôt tell you often 
enough that because of your 
blessings to us, we can 
bless others including stu-
dents in Bible Colleges and 
Seminaries, churches and 
people in general.  Every 
move we make is made pos-
sible by the Lord through you 
as our prayer partners and 
financial supporters.   
Godôs blessings to all of 
you!      
 

Martin & Judy  

On October 4th over 100 
Salt Co. alumni made 
their way back to Ames 
for a BBQ at Troy 
Nesbittôs.  It was a great 
time for Alumni to recon-
nect with old friends and 
hear about how God is 
still working within 
TSC.  We held our fall 
retreat at Hidden Acres 

Camp.  It was an amaz-
ing time of worship, 
teaching, life-on-life disci-
pleship, and fun.   
    Nearly 350 students 
came and were willing to 
buy in and sit expec-
tantly, not knowing what 
was to come out at this 
camp in the middle of 
nowhere.  The worship 

team, the speaker, and the 
small group leaders pro-
pelled the entire camp into 
new heights of experienc-
ing God and walking in His 
ways.  
      It was a mountaintop 
experience of faith that 
gave many a clearer view 
of the Risen Jesus and a 

new fuel to continue the 
race.   
    What a thrill to be a part 
of this retreat and to be 
used by God! 
Thank you for your prayers 
and support of the  
 

Salt Company Ministry!  

2008 is a year of transition 
for the Central District with 
the retirement of 2 of our 
staff and the addition of 3 
new staff members.  One 
of the implications of 
these transitions was the 
decision to change my 
direction to church plant-
ing efforts in the northern 
part of our district, Iowa 
and southeast South Da-
kota.   
     This expands my geo-
graphical territory beyond 
the central section of Iowa 

and balances the design 
of Richard Schumacherôs 
church planting work in 
the southern part of our 
district, Missouri and Ar-
kansas.  I am still starting 
new churches and am 
looking forward to begin-
ning my 14th year with the 
district this December.  I 
am excited about the new 
opportunities that come 
with the re-design of our 
ministry.   
     Your prayers for un-
derstanding how to best 

build on our past success 
and continually advance in 
the reproduction of new 
churches are greatly ap-
preciated.  We are cur-
rently working on plants in 
West Union, Iowa; Webster 
City, Iowa; and Logan, 
Iowa.  Crossway Commu-
nity Church in Eastern Polk 
County and Grace Evan-
gelical Free in Indianola 
are getting closer to finding 
and calling their first pas-
tors. We are just beginning 
discussions of a church 

plant in Forrest City, Iowa 
as well.  Not all leads and 
discussions develop into 
church plants but they are 
exciting to track down and 
pray for.   
We are grateful for your 
prayers for our ministry and 
family and your continued 
interest and encourage-
ment! 
 

Serving our Lord Jesus 
Christ,  Mark, Carol, Andy 

& Eli  
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Graham and Gail are long time members of M.C.C. and live just down 
the road.  Graham was born in England where his motherôs family is 
from.  His dad met his mother while serving there during World War 
II.  They were married in England and returned to the States when the 
war was over.  The family made their home in Ottumwa, Iowa.  Gail 
also grew up in Ottumwa.  The couple went to the same high school 
and started dating after Gail asked him to skate with her during a 
ñladies choiceò roller skate.   
    They have now been married 42 years!  Graham attended Indian 
Hills College and received his computer programming degree.  His job 
has taken them to Cedar Rapids, Topeka, and Galveston, and finally, 
the Des Moines area in 1977.  Their daughter, Miranda, was born in Topeka and their daughter, Corissa, was 
born in Galveston.  In 1984 Graham became a Certified Financial Planner.  Gail now works with him as his 
full-time support staff.   
    They were invited to an M.C.C. ice cream social by a friend, Christy Cass, when their girls attended pre-
school together in 1980.  Gail has enjoyed being in choir and helps regularly in Awana.  The Smithôs love trail 
riding with their gaited horses and often go on week long rides.  They have been part of the Sports Car Club 
of America in the past and recently Graham was able to purchase a classic Mini-Cooper which is British made
- part of his heritage!  Miranda lives in Norwalk with her husband and 4 children, and Corissa lives in India-
nola with her husband and twin boys.  Graham and Gail look forward to spending Thanksgiving at their home 
with their kids, grandkids and Grahamôs parents from Ottumwa.  If you havenôt met the Smiths yet, be sure to 
look them up ï youôll be glad you did! 

M E E T  T H E  S M I T H S :  G R AH A M  A N D  G A I L 

M E E T  T H E  H A W K I N S  F A MI L Y   

Rob & Tawnya Hawkins have been married 6 İ 
years and attend MCC along with their beautiful 
daughter Trysta.  Trysta loves coming to church and 
sitting with Grandpa and Grandma Schuler and 
Great Grandma Bonnie!  Tawnya has attended 
MCC most of her life and Rob has joined her since 
they began dating.  Rob is a Patrol Sargeant with 
the Indianola Police Department and works the night 
shift.  Rob & Tawnya actually met through his 
job.  Rob was working at her home as a Narcotics 
Detective on surveillance of a nearby home.  They 
began some personal surveillance (dating) and the 
rest is history!  He has also been a member of the 
National Guard for 18 years!  He has been in the 
Middle East 3 times, most recently serving in 
Iraq.  Tawnya works at Peoples Savings Bank, also 
in Indianola, in the loan department, and Trysta en-
joys attending preschool.  Rob also has 3 children 
who are living in Wisconsin: Katelin who is 15, Aus-
tin who is 14, and Collin who is 9.   Rob visits them 
as often as he can and misses them a lot!  Rob and 
Tawnya enjoy fitness activities.  Tawnya began run-
ning marathons after Trysta was born.   She has run 
in 6 marathons in different states, each over 26 

miles.  Rob has gone back to college and is studying 
Counter Terrorism thru the American Military Univer-
sity.  Rob, Tawnya and Trysta enjoy the company of 
their 2 black labs, Tucker and Paige.  Rob & Tawnya 
recently purchased a home in Indianola, and if you 
are an Iowa State fan you are welcome to drop by 
anytime and visit (Iowa fans by appointment 
only)!  We are glad the Hawkins are part of the MCC 
family.   
    Take some time to get to know them ï you will be 
glad you did! 


