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AP eV MINIMUM MINISTRY REQUIREMENTS (PART 2)
CHURCH In last monthoés Past or 6Wedrebe foolell. We can éven foolmurdelties. s

topic of minimum ministry requirements, giv- Onl y God knows a personos
ing the reasoning and biblical basis for having ma ke a fdAprofession of fait
such. This month, | want to address the re- But we have to take people at their word unless
guirements themselves and seek to answer their actions prove otherwise. We are grateful for

Our purpose is to be a
Christcentered body of
believers which glorifies

e by: questions that might arise from them. In our brothers and sisters in Christ who share the load
Upreach congregational meeting in July, we will have and serve the body. But what if the person does
Worshipping God more opportunity to discuss these things be-  not have a clear profession of faith? Our great-
B ch fore we actually implement anything. So think  est concern for any individual is their own spiri-
e of this as kind of being in preparation for tual state before God. Allowing someone to
Equipping believers thatd to help us think through and be ready serve without being born again is to have a spiri-
Outreach to discuss it then. tual corpse for a worker. It does them no good,
Reaching the lost The proposal for Minimum Ministry Require- might give them a false sense of security, and

does not effectively minister to the Body or give
testimony to the community. The church is the

ments includes just these three:

1. Profession of faith in the Lord Jesus ibody of Christo and if so
Christ related to Christ they are not a member of that
Missionary 23 2. A good testimony of a Christian walk body.
Minute 3. Regular attendance at church The next two points are more subjective. You
mi ght be wondering what <co
MCC News to | 4-6 What is meant by #0pr otf eesstSiioiny foff ad tdh riins ttihgen w
Know Lord Jesus Christo i s ybudhatdd Abedurtinkehtibrito cbrfead with & e

person is saved, born again, a true believer in  checklist of works one must perform to a certain
Commandferség Christ. Think of the weégfedof frdficiepdy Befoe beth§ dllowddsto

Corner fdecl aration. o Does t hs&veP\&albneed to drictstaddrafd séek to
profess with their mouth personal faith inthe  avoid any form of legalism. Think of this as being
Lord Jesus Christ? more in the realm of Athe

Search for the Clues But what does it saP™ theslefter.dt is g & agestipngof sihless per-
at VBS! near you, in your mouth and in your ection, or else | would have to be the first to

. hearto (that is, theesigngliigmors aaqupstonpfgiregiond dogs
@% we preach): that if you confess with this person have_ t.he|r.face toward C_Zhnst, or their
© your mouth the Lord Jesus and be- back? Are they living in open rebellion? Are they
lieve in your heart that God refusing godly counsel ? Th
has raised Him from the is beyond what a person says to how
dead, you will be saved. For a person lives. Do the two match

your de-

tective

hat and join us at VBS
on July 59 from 9am

to noon each day. with the heart one believes upd or is there a valid charge of hy-
Help us solve the unto righteousness, and with pocrisy? Pagl, in talking about the
mystery of the Good the mouth confession is made area of service says

News! See page 4 for unto salvation. (Romans 10:8-

; : 10 NKJV .
more information. ) Pa st OP@] $ Continued on page 3.
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FROM COSTA RICA: MOER CHIEFS THAN INDIANS

Thanks once again! There are no words On the Christianity front, the ones who Our church in Alajuela is already inde-
to express gratitude with you for all your call themselves apostles are growing ancpendent and doing well. Also have plans
encouragement, support, friendship,andn ow we near |l y hav e fod2more ehurchiplanesfSad nevs &ram
love to us. We feel the coverage ofyour | ndi ans. 6 The medi aurchardhiniTarcoleshe pastor there k
prayers all the time and God is honoring the church and the ministers. Blanca is got involved in adultery. Initially he left,
your faithfulness in praying for us. very involved wit h buvaftenpst®wseekmliasndometback.e s .
Our country is experiencing some new We traveled for 2 months giving There is great division and pain in the
things. We now have a woman presidenta seminar for ladies. We had about 250 church regarding his return. We have
Laura Chinchilla. She has the strange ladies attend. Now, there are some la- asked the pastor to abandon the facility
combination of being Catholic and lib-  dies from those churches teaching our and we will start over again with the few
eral. Her liberal side supports homosex- material to other ladies and the seminar members that stayed. Please pray for the
ual marriage and abortion, which are is known in the country. Gloryto God! si t uati on and Godds gl

now on the horizon, yet the Catholic The church in San Jose is doing great. Also pray for us in regards to travelling

church continues to be strong and they = Growing slowly, but growing. Wenow t o t he States for Bl ar
with the evangelical church are fighting have an excellent group of teachers have a pastor helping us set it up with a

against these things. there and even will be sending out our hospital in California and we are awaiting

We have had some earthquakesquite first missionary to Nicaragua. | am plan- approval.
normal for this season. One with the epi-ning to go to Panama and Nicaragua this God is good all the time! God bless you!

center just a half mile from our house! year and have invitations from Honduras, Erick & Blanca Cordero

Some walls, the floor, and many of Puerto Rico, and Florida to minister to
Bl ancads decor at i o Hispanicehurches. ldakecbaen praying
nothing too serious. regarding these.

FROM SEND INTERNATIQAL: FRUITFUL SUMMERMINISTRIES

We spent several weeks on the road try- English camps still seem to be the most hearts. We are working on planning for

ing to get all of our school visits in beforefruitful ministries during the summers  the upcoming school yedtnew strate-

we left for Europe in April so we have  and partnering with national pastors in  gies in mobilizing students, bringing op-

been super busy! We receivedwordfromc hi | dr ends, yout h, patunities befbre them, gettingiupdatesi e s
the SEND home office that we have the church plants work very well. Hearing theof our fields and their needs, and work-

most new candidates coming from our plans of the national church leaders was ing on new literature we will hand out

schools and churches! We are giving thea real blessing because they are very  during campus visits. We are also re

Lord the glory for that and it makesour pr oacti ve and don d evalgating whatwehgols fovisitmoré o u g h
job worthwhile and fun. Because you areareas or hard work. often over others because of budget

on our team, you share in that joy with In Eastern Germany, we reconnected Cuts. Budget cuts are beginning to give

us! with our sister church in Chemnitz. They Us problems and some of the things the
In Europe we met with our missionariesare in a new church building and remod- mission paid for in the past will now be-
in Poland and Czech, visited church  eling is under way. They have grown fror§ome our responsibility! It will be hard to
plants and new work, met with national 30 people to almost 90 now and new  put that in our personal budget and we
church leaders in both countries to hear people come investigate all the time. Wemay have to cut back on some things to
firsthand what they wanted accom- also visited our family in Bavaria. This make it work, but we know the Lord
plished in partnership together and how was the first time we had the opportunity knows our needs!
short term teams, internships, and Bible to place printed material about the Gos- Thanks again for praying us through
camp ministries from our students on  pel in the hands of 2 families. Please  our Europe trip and for your ministry with
Bible College and Seminary campuses pray that they would read it, ask ques- us in making disciples of many nations!
would benefit both sides. Sports and tions, and the Lord would open their Martin & Judy Kolczyk
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: MINIMUM MINSTRYBRQUIREMENTS (PART 2)

Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful. (1 Corinthians 4:2 NKJV)

The overarching concern again is for the personds spiritual
the person in question a disservice by allowing unchecked rebellion or indiscriminate waywardness to continue without being
addressed. It is also an ineffectual ministry and confusing message to those who are sharing ministry with or being ministered
to by this person.

The third minimum ministry requirement is that the person ma
mean MCC. There can be exceptionsd especially with regard to AWANA, in which we may have someone from another church

desiring to serve. But even then, we would want to encourage
we dondt want to |ist some arbitrary percentage or number of
intend to check up on all those or throw someone out if they

quit coming altogether, or has no real interest in meeting with the church body other than perhaps a few times a year, then
there is a problem. As with the other points, the biggest need is spiritual. That need can be camouflaged allowing things to con-
tinue on as if there were no problem.

Nothing less than the glory of Christ and the well-being of His Bride are at stake. We all understand that we as a church body
are much more than a social club or civic organization. We have a spiritual bond and a mutual obligation toward one another. It
is a joy and privilege to serve the Lord. That joy is heightened by serving alongside brothers and sisters in Christ who share life
and ministry together. It is for the sake of the testimony of the church, for the spiritual well-being of the body, and for the spiri-
tual concern for those who might be lacking in any of these items mentioned, that these minimum ministry requirements are
being proposed.

Your Fellow -Servant,
Pastor Gary
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June Birthdays

\ 1 - Betty White 15 - Jim Brewer, 25 - Brandon Ortale
2 - Katie Hopper Leigh Carpenter, Wanda Cowan,
Sherry Sullivan

3 - Claudine Glynn*,
Stephanie Santi 16 - Martin Kolczyk*,
Isaiah Wheeldon

*MCC missionary family
If your birthday is this month

5 - Jared Brewer, Carol Carr and you donoét sée it
8 - Ron Glynn* 17 - Donna Andrus your birthday is incorrect, :
. 9-Don Phillips 19 - Greg Sweet, George White please contact Linda Archer
11 - Rebecca Petersen 21 - John Kimball* i
vLadi es, mark your calendars for the upcoming fAln PBtit
e Junell
e July16
e August 6
iln Stitcheso meets once each month from 6:00pm tp mi
craft project to work on. No project is too big or too smalld you can even bring your laundry to fold! Be sure to invite a friend!
Kudos To Wanted: Kidsitter
e Dan Kirkpatrick for gr adi nGonnielCarlsop,dromkMamnegsddlepis |dking tprasonredne
e Mary McVay for organizing our Food for lowa plants. 11-years old or older to come to the Indianola Pool, where

« Bev Kubik for the beautif ui"®"WPe¥ouipg,and waighhersongTreyen, during the

summer. If you are interested in helping, please contact

e Liz Carpenter for the creative high school graduation
her at 515-238-8078 or cocorh@yahoo.com.

presentation.

¢ Doug Johanson for installing new toilets in the Search for the Clues at VBS!

WO me mestsom. Join us at VBS on July 5-9 from 9am to

noon each day. VBS is for kids entering

)
Kindergarten through 6th grade. For
ﬂ -l a=F f e ‘"'I\\ more information, contact Cindy Barth or Holly Johanson.

i

Henrietta Hussd Fresh Strawhb
e{-., e
1 9-in baked pie shell 1 cup water /ll\\‘I

1 gt fresh strawberries 2 tbsp strawberry gelatin powder

Margaret Guthrieds Step Pie
1 cup sugar whipped cream
psug PP 3 cups flour 1 cup water
2 thbsp cornstarch
2 cups Crisco salt

Fill shell with washed and stemmed berries. Combine
sugar, cornstarch, and water. Cook until thick and clear.
Add gelatin powder and mix well. Cool slightly; pour over It rolls out nicely and is not sticky.
berries. Chill. Serve topped with whipped cream. Makes 5 crusts.

Mix with mixer. Make into 5 balls and freeze.


mailto:cocorh@yahoo.com
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New ABFs Begin on June 6!

June 6 will be the start date of our new Adult Bible Fellowship Classes. ABFs meet each Sunday at 10:30am. These groups
are designed to promote fellowship, prayer, caring and growth in the Lord Jesus. Contemporary problems, Christian life issues,
and books of the Bible are some of the options that are taught and applied. If you have not been part of an ABF, this would be
a great time to join! This summer you have 3 great options:

Gaining Christ: Writing His Life into Ours

This class is based on the fact that in Christ, believers have the opportunity to enjoy eternal life in the here and now. Eternal life
with our heavenly Father after death is a promise--nothing we do or do not do will change that. Enjoying the benefits of eternal
life now, however, is an elective. It is a benefit held out to us, but many choose not to take it as their own. The apostle Paul
describes this elective as "gaining Christ." Many in the family of God live out their days on a spiritually bare-bones, Spartan
existence, all the while surrounded by unimaginable luxury and wealth. Our eternal life in Christ--not just heaven, but the life we
are living right now--has been bought and paid for by someone else. Anything we would ever want has been supplied for us. All
we have to do is enjoy. Join us to begin this rewarding journey into a deeper, more substantial, more rewarding life in Christ.
Taught by Dave Lampel in Room 201.

Praying for You

This covers a simple and nonthreatening strategy that will give Christians an easy and natural way to turn normal conversa-
tions with unbelievers to spiritual things. The video series will present and demonstrate a simple approach that will allow us as
believers in Jesus Christ to reach out to co-workers, friends, family, casual acquaintances and even complete strangers in a
way whereby they will welcome your involvement with them and happily participate in it. The technique of offering to pray for
someone sounds very simplistic, but not only opens doors to otherwise skeptical people, but also encourages follow-up oppor-
tunities. An evangelistic discussion becomes much more natural and productive once the door to a spiritual dialogue has been
opened. This offer to pray for someone leads easily and strategically to opportunity after opportunity for subsequent interaction
in a natural and unforced way. The series will explain the strategy as well as give you confidence in this time-tested way of
reaching out to those to whom God has placed in your path. Taught by Greg Sweet in the Fireside Room.

Helping Children Understand the Gospel

Probably every Christian parent's deepest desire for their children is that they would have a personal saving relationship with
Jesus Christ. Nothing matters more than that. But how does a parent go about sharing the Gospel with a child? You want it to
be biblically accurate - you don't want to give a false gospel or false hope. You also want it to be understandable - you don't
want to aim too high or too low. This summer we will be offering a class which will work through a great book on this topic
called Helping Children Understand the Gospel, which is put out by Desiring God Ministries (think "John Piper”). The book is
designed for parents or grandparents or anyone who has an opportunity to work with children (like in AWANA). This eight week
class will be taught by the team of Jeremy Sweet, Jeff Simmerman, and Gary Crandall in room 203.

commander's Godoés Word to the kids and

Because my space is limited, | cannot say all the things |

€D The 29th year of AWANA at MCC has come to a would like to here, but mark your calendar for this fall,

W™ close. Thank you so much to our leaders who com-  geptember 15, when the halls of MCC will be buzzing

FQ Mitted to being here every week! Thanks also to again with activity. Please prayerfully consider being a part
those who ministered to our students as speakers in  of this weekly ministry to kids. Not only will you be a bless-
AWANA throughout the year. It takes a whole lot of ing to others, but you also will be blessed! For more infor-

people to keep AWANA going, and we are blessed at  mation, please contact me at 515-720-2158.

MCC with a body of believers who want to spread
Commander Jeff

am
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SUMMER PARENTING IDBAS FROM AWANA.ORG

Perhaps these S-U-M-M-E-Ri deas wi | | provide inspiration as you develop your

Set Spiritual Goals. Talk about what each family member would like to do this summer and include 1 or 2 spiritual goals. Check out
missionary stories that will inspire your kids about the adventure of following Christ. Continue or start a weekly family devotional time.
Fill a bowl with slips of paper containing names of family members, relatives, friends, schoolmates, teachers, leaders, ministries you
support, etc. and then pull one or two names out before the family meal and pray together for them.

Utilize free or inexpensive resources. You can keep costs low by trying a variety of different resources. Research your family tree;
ask relatives about their spiritual heritage as well . sumnmei t nat.
reading; enroll your kids in your | ocal l'ibrarydés reading progra

Make memories. Summer months come with great anticipation but always seem to go so fast. Make the most of it and create memo-
ries to last a lifetime. Give your kids a journal or scrapbook and ask them to record their summer memories. Keep a summer activity
scrapbook and record special memories and places visited together. Hold a drive-in movie night in your driveway and invite the
neighbors. Set up a white sheet on the garage door. Find someone with a projector or laptop and play a family-friendly movie with
popcorn. Serve together as a family. Find an elderly person in your church or neighborhood and help with a project. Visit a nursing
home regularly. Help with a food drive. Set up a lemonade stand with profits going toward a ministry.

Memori ze and Study Godds Word. I f your kids participated in AWA
Have a different family member pick a Scripture verse each week and memorize it together. Practice at meal times and before bed.

Enjoy nature by being outdoors. Try to minimize TV/computer game time and encourage numerous outdoor activities. Organize an
outdoor scavenger hunt. Camp together, even if itds justprayffort he
the people in the houses as you walk by. Read Psalm 8 and thank God for his creation. Ask your child about their favorite things God
created.

Relax! Slow down the family schedule and relax. Enough said!

SERVING AT FREEDOM FOR YOUTH MINISTRIES

Tin shacks arranged haphazardly in a muddy valley in India echo the cry of children desperate for food, clothing, and most of all, love.
The cry of those despairing people is not simply contained to third world countries; it resonates in the broken-down houses of down-
town Des Moines. Crying out for | ove and shelter i s naytofchigrenel vy s
right here in Des Moines. Freedom for Youth is a Christian organization, breaching the gap to those hungry souls. They not only hun-
ger for food, they hunger for love and that is exactly what Freedom for Youth gives themd earthly love and the love of an eternal Fa-
ther who hears their cries. The mission is directed to mostly immigrants and young people with not so favorable home conditions.
About two months ago, Renee Simmerman approached my mom and me and asked if we would be willing to help serve food at Free-
dom for Youth. We agreed, not knowing quite what to expect. We w
After dinner, we were given a tour of the facility. The images we saw and had described were etched into my memory. A miniature
main street was built with shops teaching welding, art, carpentry, cooking, along with an area designed for studying. The people in-
volved in this ministry teach not only children but young adults as well. Work ethic, skills, clothes, food, opportunities to study, and
most importantly the love of God are freely shared at Freedom for Youth. As you may have guessed an organization like this does not
run on its own; God graciously supplies their needs. However, | plead with you to take up the silent cry of these people. Those chil-
dren in India live halfway across the world, the people in downtown Des Moines are here right now with a silent cry that Freedom for
Youth has heard and acted upon. | challenge you to do the same. For more information on how to help, please contact Connie Phil-
lips.
Jennifer Brewer

Martensdale Community Church An Evangelical Free Church

Senior Pastor Gary Crandall PO Box 200

Associate Pastor Jeremy Kidder \§\\I Martensdale IA 50160

Sunday Morning Servicefi9:00 a.m. 641/764-2491
Sunday School and Adult Bible Fellowshipfi10:30 a.m. 641/764-2443




